Dear Parents

Many of you will have met me at St. John’s schools events in my capacity as Head of Music at the Prep school over the past three years. 

Mr and Mrs Tardios have asked me to oversee a new initiative with Mr Tardios Jnr. in developing the music and performing arts opportunities at St. John’s, in which we will combine the music departments of both schools. This will create a continuity of tuition for those pupils moving from the Prep to the Senior school and new opportunities of music making and music education for all. 

I am delighted that from September there will be a new teacher joining the music department. Mrs Rosswick, has a background in Jazz, Folk and World Music as well as in Classical music.  She is passionate about teaching music through practical experience and encouraging young people to experience good music making, regardless of past experience or perceived talent.  Mrs Rosswick is also very keen on teaching music technology skills, which are a vital and integral part of today’s music world.  She has taught in two outstanding London schools and is looking forward to teaching at St. John’s in September at both the Prep and at the Senior School.  I will also be teaching at both schools from September. 

Musical life at the Prep school will continue with the same musical growth and performing opportunities that have proved so rich over recent years and the continued conjoining of music, movement and drama. 

At the Senior school we will also be aligning the Music department more closely with the Drama department, creating a new emphasis on the Performing Arts at the school. Initially, music classes will be for the first three years at the Senior school (as is currently the case). However, there will be a number of new music making opportunities immediately and freely available to all year groups.  

From September there will be three new lunchtime clubs at the Senior school:

A Glee Club, which will be run by a musical director and movement director. This will explore a variety of genres and styles of modern music. 

A RockSchool, open to all instrumentalists, but with tutorial leaders in guitar, drums and keyboards present. 

A World Music Club, open to all musicians as well as those who are keen to learn to play an instrument.  This club will explore the incredible wealth of music from folk and world music traditions, many of which are influential in today’s eclectic music world.  

All club members will be able to learn by ear as well as by music and there will be challenges and opportunities for all levels of musicians from beginners to the more experienced.

Clubs at the Prep school will continue as before. 

Added to this, next year, the Senior school will present a full musical production at the Wyllyott’s Theatre at the end of the Spring term, run by the same production team as at the Prep school: Mr Coleman – Director, Mr Egerton – Musical Director, Miss Webster – Choreographer.   Mr Coleman and Miss Webster, as with all the peripatetic instrumental teachers, are active professionals in the theatre and music industry and bring a wealth of experience to the school.

Finally: we are extending the opportunities for private instrumental music tuition at St John’s Senior school. 

From September lessons will be offered in: Violin, Piano, Saxophone, Clarinet, Trumpet, Trombone, Flute, Guitar, Drums, Singing. This also allows graduating pupils at the Prep school to continue as before. 

If you would like your son or daughter to learn an instrument at St. John’s, please complete the attached form and return it to the school office by Tuesday 5th July. (Pupils who already have lessons at either school need not reapply – lessons will continue as before). The instrumental lesson timetables will be rotated so that pupils do not miss the same lesson each week, ensuring that academic work is not adversely affected. Learning a musical instrument is an invaluable aid to healthy brain development and functioning, as well as being a social tool and just fun! Experience playing in musical ensembles is highly regarded by the top Universities, and gives students opportunities to develop high level communication and team building skills.

I hope to see most of you in due course at school functions, where I am sure that music making will become as regular a feature at the senior school as it continues to be at the Prep. If you have any questions about music tuition at either of the schools, please feel free to contact me via the school. 

Thanking you in anticipation for you support in our new venture for artistic excellence at St. John’s. 
All good wishes, 
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Simon Egerton 
Head of Music

St. John’s Senior and Prep Schools


